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Athan Gibbs’ TruVote system was a timely 

invention, and the product of a unique career. 
As a student of both business and theology, 
Mr. Gibbs entered public service in 1970 as a 
financial analyst with the Tennessee Public 
Service Commission. But while he pursued 
this public service career and later his own tax 
business, he served double duty as a pastor, 
most recently at the Mount Zion Baptist 
Church. In the words of a friend, The Rev-
erend Enoch Fuzz, ‘‘Athan was consumed by 
a desire for justice, equality and freedom for 
all people.’’ 

Mr. Gibbs’ desire for justice and equality 
was matched only by his tenacious drive to re-
alize these goals. After reading studies quanti-
fying the unequal treatment of African-Amer-
ican votes in the 2000 Florida election, he saw 
an opportunity to put his accounting skills to 
work in pursuing his overall democratic goals. 
In 2001, he founded TruVote in order to pre-
vent disenfranchisement and restore faith in 
the democratic system. His invention caught 
on quickly and earned the backing of state 
and local officials, the World Conference of 
Mayors, and Microsoft. Last spring, my col-
league Mr. HOLT introduced H.R. 2239, a bill 
requiring that voting systems provide a 
verifiable paper receipt, just as Mr. Gibbs had 
envisioned and invented two years previously. 
This bill now has bipartisan backing from 128 
cosponsors. 

While the nation and the democratic world 
lost a dedicated patriot and talented innovator 
when it prematurely lost Athan Gibbs, his vi-
sion and mission live on through his family 
and colleagues who pledge to carry on his 
work. On behalf of the fifth district of Ten-
nessee as well as my colleagues in Congress, 
I send my deepest condolences to Athan 
Gibbs’ family and loved ones, and celebrate 
the life of this remarkable American.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to explain why I sought and obtained unani-
mous consent to have my name removed as 
a cosponsor of H.R. 1673, the bill to establish 
a Department of Peace. 

I joined as a cosponsor of a similar bill in 
the 107th Congress. That bill was introduced 
in July 2001, a year after the observance of 
UNESCO’s International Year for the Culture 
of Peace in 2000 and in the context of a 
UNESCO resolution declaring an International 
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Vio-
lence for the Children 2001–2010. 

I cosponsored H.R. 2459 in the spirit of 
these events and at the urging of a very per-
suasive group of young high school students 
from my district because I wanted to underline 
the symbolic importance of promoting justice 
and democratic principles to expand human 
rights and developing policies that promote the 
peaceful resolution of conflict. I do not believe 
these ideas require the establishment of a 
new bureaucracy. 

After careful review, I have determined that 
while the bill’s goals are idealistic and worthy, 
its specific provisions and practical application 

are problematic. In particular, I think that en-
dorsing the establishment of a new bureauc-
racy—even if only symbolically—would not be 
appropriate at a time when the federal budget 
is in deep deficit. The recent recession and 
the urgent need to spend more for national 
defense and homeland security, combined 
with excessively large and unbalanced tax 
cuts have brought us to the point where both 
the entire Social Security surplus and massive 
borrowing—which will have to be repaid with 
interest—are required to cover the shortfall. 

Under these circumstances, I think pro-
posals for further expansion of the federal 
government must be subject to even more 
strict scrutiny. In that light, I have reviewed the 
legislation that I have supported and have 
concluded that it is no longer appropriate for 
me to remain as a cosponsor of H.R. 1673.
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Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with profound sadness that I rise today to rec-
ognize the life of Samuel Amasa Peer of Be-
loit, Wisconsin, who passed away on March 7, 
2004, at 79 years of age. Sam was a coura-
geous veteran of the Second World War, and 
his hard work, diligence and willingness to 
face the most difficult of problems have in-
spired those who knew him. He will be greatly 
missed by his family and loved ones, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in sharing my 
thoughts and prayers with them during this dif-
ficult time. 

I am honored to pay tribute to this out-
standing individual and would like to read be-
fore the Congress the eloquent eulogy given 
by his grandson, Adam Peer. 

EULOGY OF SAMUEL AMASA PEER, MARCH 13, 2004
My grandfather like all of us was complex, 

understood only by his Creator. Early on he 
learned that there was little he could expect 
from his own parents. Born during the midst 
of the Great Depression, he was thrust into 
manhood when duty called him to care for 
and protect his younger siblings. 

It is hard for me to imagine the world he 
came into. When he answered his second call 
to duty aboard the USS West Virginia, a 
question of whether a free world would sur-
vive was very real and very unknown. The 
hardship that was born into and the war that 
tempered him during his youth is what ex-
emplified him as a self-made American in 
the very truest sense of the term. And he 
took great pride in that. 

Much of what he did to do his part in mak-
ing the world safe for democracy will be lost 
to antiquity. He always kept the most essen-
tial parts of himself so private and well-
guarded that it put limits on the things he 
could talk about, even to those that most 
desperately needing his acknowledgment and 
love. 

But, the unspoken gifts he leaves all of us 
are very real. 

I have never met someone more diligent 
and hard-working than my grandfather, and 
that lives on in my father. My grandfather 
was so proud of the man you became. 

I have never met someone who expresses 
what they feel so passionately and with 
greater conviction, and that lives on in my 

sister. The same passion for right over wrong 
and freedom over oppression burns in her 
heart. 

And I hope I never lose his optimism for 
the future; he never met a problem that 
couldn’t be solved. 

Today, as another member of the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ passes from this life to the next, 
we inherit what they have instilled in us and 
the unfinished tasks now left to younger 
hands. 

It is now our charge to leave this world a 
better place than we found it, and like my 
grandfather and his generation, inspire an-
other generation to great things.
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge and commend Grant Mitchell Arm-
strong on his retirement that celebrates a ca-
reer spanning 34 years of steadfastly guarding 
the ideals of criminal justice at the County of 
Santa Clara’s Office of the Public Defender. 

With Mr. Armstrong’s assistance, the Santa 
Clara County Office of the Public Defender 
was awarded the National Defender Leader-
ship Institute’s prestigious Gideon Award of 
Excellence for 2003. The Office was specifi-
cally recognized in areas of accountability, 
cost-efficiency, innovation and effective rep-
resentation of clients, and was cited as a 
‘‘Best Practices’’ model for public defender of-
fices nationwide. 

Mr. Armstrong played a key role in the re-
cruitment and training of a multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural cadre of attorneys within the Office. In 
May of 2000, the Office of the Public Defender 
was awarded the County Executive’s Unity in 
Diversity Achievement Award for the signifi-
cant staff diversity the Office achieved. While 
less than 15 percent of the lawyers in Cali-
fornia are Black, Hispanic or Asian, 35 percent 
of the lawyers in the Office are minority group 
members and 45 percent are women. 

Mr. Armstrong also played a vital role in the 
Juvenile Drug Treatment Court through his 
leadership roles with the Mentoring Program 
that pairs young participants with adults com-
mitted to the development of healthy, drug-
free lifestyles. 

I am proud and grateful to thank Grant 
Mitchell Armstrong for his significant contribu-
tions to our criminal justice system.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this month I was not present for several 
recorded votes because pressing business re-
quired me to remain in Colorado. If I had been 
present, I would have voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 42—H. Res. 519—Expressing 
the sense of the House of Representatives 
with respect to the earthquake that occurred in 
San Luis Obispo County, California, on De-
cember 22, 2003, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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